
               

Army Airplane No. 1 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, 2 Mar 1910 

Pilot  B.D. Foulois, 1st Lieut, US Army             

Jimmy Doolittle Best Flight Award 
presented to Mile High Flight during 
2004 Daedalian National Convention  

We knew before the June National Convention in 
Riverside, CA, that Mile High Flight 18 had been 
named the 2003 Distinguished Flight in Category C 
(flights with 101-200 members). But the big surprise 
came at the convention when Flight 18 was also an-
nounced as winner of the 2003 Jimmy Doolittle Best 
Flight Award, which goes to the Order of Daedalians

 

top flight regardless of size. 
     Dale Boggie, Flight 18 
Provost Marshall for Life,

 

accepted the award on behalf 
of the flight from National 
Commander VADM Ret. M. 
Staser Holcomb, USN. Dale 
accepted a framed limited-
edition print of Army 
Airplane # 1 (left) and the 
prestigious Jimmy Doolittle 
Distinguished Flight Award 
plaque (right). The classic 
print is autographed twice by 
B.D. Foulois, once as a 1st lieutenant and subse-
quently as a major general.      

It was particularly appropriate for Dale to accept 
the Foulois print, as the two men once flew together. 
Below, Dale describes his memorable experience.  

_________________ 

In 1963 the Air Force sent me to the University of 
Southern California to finish up a Bachelor s Degree. 
I had two years of college when I joined the USAF in   
                          Continued Page 3, column 1                   

 

Remaining 2004 meeting sked   
    Flight 18 normally meets on the third Friday of each 
month. Exceptions to that practice are announced in 
the newsletter and through the caller phone tree. Your 
caller should be contacting you via phone or e-mail 
roughly seven days prior to each scheduled meeting. If 
not, please advise Flight Adjutant Ray Rider.  

Meeting schedule and tentatively planned activities:  

Date

 

                Location                 Speaker/activity

 

20 Aug           Aurora Hills*     Air mobility-Tom Moss       
17 Sep            Aurora Hills*              ROTC Update  
15 Oct            Aurora Hills*        7 t h Infantry Div 
19 Nov           Aurora Hills*               War Stories        
?? Dec           Gov Mansion             Christmas party   
    

 * The Aurora Hills Golf Course Tin Cup Restaurant is   
located one block N of Alameda, just E of Peoria. 



  
From the 
Flight 
Captain    

Fellow Daedalians,  

   Congratulations go to you, mem-
bers of Mile High Flight. The Or-
der of Daedalians has presented 
your flight with the Jimmy Doolit-
tle Best Flight Award for the en-
tire Order for 2003.  Col Dale Bog-
gie accepted the award on behalf of 
the flight during the 2004 Daeda-
lian convention last June (see re-
lated article on Page 1).  Good job, 
gentlemen, and especially to all 
those members, including your 
flight officers, whose contributions 
directly resulted in you winning 
this award. You all made this all 
happen and I appreciate your ef-
forts. 
     Our last three meetings were all 
excellent and for those of you who 
could not make them, we missed 
your fellowship. Our thanks go out 
to Andy Parks and the Lafayette 
Foundation for hosting an out-
standing gathering and air show at 
Platte Valley in May. The new mu-
seum is very well developed,  the 
food was great, and the presenta-
tion was extremely informative. 
     In June, three Colorado Air Na-
tional Guard F-16 pilots provided 
us insights into their new homeland 
defense mission and their current 
deployment to the Iraqi combat 
theater. Our thanks go out to Major 
Tim Conklin (Squadron Operations 
Officer), Major Mark Schuler and 
Major Pat Hanlon for a most 
enlightening presentation. Addi-
tional thanks go to these American 
heroes for rearranging their air de-

fense alert schedule in order to be 
at our meeting. 
    Our last meeting in July featured 
Col Earl Clark and Warrant Officer 
Dick Over from Colorado s own, 
the original 10th Mountain Divi-
sion. Our thanks to the both of 
them for such an excellent presen-
tation, which included slides and 
appropriate Army-based humor. 
Our thanks also go to them for their 
outstanding service to this nation 
during WWII.      

Our agenda for the rest of the 
year is filling out nicely, and you 
don t want to miss any of the 
events. In August, Lt Col Tom 
Moss has a presentation for us enti-
tled Silent Veterans, which will 
consist of a video and discussion 
on the Air Mobility Command Mu-
seum at Dover Air Force Base.   
     In September, our ROTC Com-
manders will provide us insight 
into current ROTC Programs,  re-
cent changes brought on by world 
events, and ROTC integration into 
the military services.   
     The highlight of October s 
meeting will be a presentation by 
members of the 7th Infantry Divi-
sion regarding their outstanding 
performance during Operation 
IRAQI FREEDOM.   
     Get ready to brush off your War 
Stories for our November meeting, 
at which we will also elect next 
year s slate of officers. Finally, our 
Christmas Party at the Governor s 
Mansion is still on track. You do 
not want to miss these meetings.      

On another note, we are cur-
rently requesting from the member-
ship a volunteer or nominee to take 
over the job of treasurer for the 
flight in the near future. Major 
Tom Shaw has been an outstanding 
Treasurer for our organization for 
these past few years. We are thank-

ful and are appreciative of his out-
standing work on our behalf. But 
he is ready to step aside and allow 
someone else the honor of contrib-
uting to the membership in this vi-
tally important role.  Volunteers 
can send me an e-mail at 
ibyumper@aol.com, call me at 
(303) 617-3467, or see me at one of 
the next meetings.      

Gentlemen, I look forward to 
our continued fellowship next 
month and throughout the remain-
der of 2004.  

   

GREGORY D. BLACK, 
LCOL, USAF (Ret) 
Flight Captain  

    

          

Today s airline pilot 

 

Position  Flight 18 Treasurer. 
Contact the Flight Captain if 
willing and able to volunteer. 



 
Boggie/Foulois (from P. 1)  

1950 and there was a program un-
der the Air Force Institute of 
Technology that encouraged you to 
get a degree, and paid the tuition.  I 
maintained flying proficiency with 
Space Command, which had a 
Flight Ops Section at Los Angeles 
International, flying the U-3A 
"Blue Canoe" twin Cessna (civilian 
version Cessna 310).      

I got a call from Base Ops one 
afternoon asking if I could take a 
hurry-up flight that afternoon. I 
pushed my homework aside and 
said sure! They said the plane 
would be spotted in front of Ops 
and - wear my blue dress uniform - 
and hurry! No time for questions, 
so I hurried.      

When I got there, an Ops guy 
came out with a prepared flight 
clearance for Miramar NAS, San 
Diego, which I signed, did a quick 
preflight, finishing just as a blue 
staff car pulled up. A little old man 
with a cane got out, walked over, 
shook hands and said, "I'm Benny 
Foulois."      

You could have knocked me 
over with a feather. I knew that he 
had been the first military pilot and 
had risen to be a Major General 
and Chief of the Air Service.      

I hopped in the left seat, the 
driver and crew chief helped the 
General in and away we went. On 
the way he chatted about his learn-
ing to fly by correspondence with 
the Wright Brothers. He'd crack up 
and ask them what he did wrong.  
They would send back suggestions, 
and he finally got it right. The 
painting depicts him demonstrating 
the airplane to the brass at Fort 
Sam.  

   (I have a 16x20 B&W photo-
graph of Foulois flying the air-
plane at Fort Sam and a copy of 
the first contract to purchase an 
airplane. It is signed by a Capt. 
Wallace for the Signal Corps, U.S. 
Army, and by Orville Wright for 
the Wright Brothers. Price: 
$25,000.   
Some of the stipulations were:  

-- Must have a speed of 40 MPH in 
still air. 
-- Must be able to carry two per-
sons with a combined weight of 
350 pounds. 
-- Must carry sufficient fuel for a 
flight of 125 miles. 
-- Must be easily assembled and 
taken apart and packed for trans-
portation in Army wagons. 
-- It should be sufficiently simple in 
construction and operation to per-
mit an intelligent man to become 
proficient    in its use within a 
reasonable length of time.) 
     The entire contract was on one 
page. Contrast that to today's 
procurement cycle.) 
     As we neared Miramar, F-8U 
Crusaders were taking off to the 
east and making left climbing turns 
back to the west towards the ocean. 
One was going to pass pretty close 
in front of and below us and I 
asked Gen. Foulois, "Should we 
take him?" He replied with an en-
thusiastic, "Yes!" 
     I went to full throttle and for a 
few seconds we were in a diving 
pursuit curve behind the jet, going, 
rat-a-tat-tat." He said, "Just wait 

till I tell the Navy about this in my 
speech tonight!"  
    It was a once-in-a-lifetime, 

memorable experience, with a 
sharp, witty, spry, past Chief of the 
Air Service. He died three years 
later in April, 1967.

 

                                           --  Dale 

Benjamin D. Foulois 
1880-1967  

Major General D.B. Foulois retired 
from active duty on 31 Dec 1935 fol-
lowing 37 years of active service. Dur-
ing his 56 years of active and retired 
military aviation service, he accumu-
lated a number of firsts, such as:  
1908  First flight as a dirigible pilot. 

 1909 

 

First observer on an aircraft 
cross-country. 
 1910 

 

First military man to teach 
himself to fly; first and only military 
test pilot to fly Old No. 1. 
 1911 

 

First to fly more than 100 
miles non-stop; first on an operational 
reconnaissance flight; first to test use 
of radio in flight. 
 1914  First commander of a tactical 
air unit and first commander of the 
first mechanized tactical unit in the US 
Army (1st Aero Squadron). 
 1916 

 

First to use an aircraft in a 
combat operation (Mexican Punitive 
Expedition under Gen John J. Per-
shing). 
 1918 

 

First Chief of Air Service, 
AEF, 1st Army. 
 1931  First Chief of Air Corps to be 
a military aviator. 
 1933 

 

First Air Corps Chief to be 
awarded the Mackay Trophy 
 1962  First Honorary Staff Member 
of the Air Force Systems Command. 
 1964  First Honorary member of the 
Aerospace Primus Club. 
 1964  First former Chief of Air Ser-
vice to conduct a mock attack on a 
Navy F-8 Crusader while a passenger 
in a U-3A (PAC, Dale Boggie).   

Member Aviation Hall of Fame, 1963   


