
               

         

                 

    

Robert K. Mock 
COL, USAF (Ret) 

Nov 17, 1935 

 

Jun 15, 2008  

   Bob Mock, former Flight Captain and legendary profes-
sor of aviation and aerospace science at Metro State, took 
his final flight on Sunday 15 June. He died in the hospital 
two days after an automobile accident in which his vehi-
cle s air bags deployed. His resulting head injuries at first 
did not appear serious, but ultimately proved fatal.   

See FINAL FLIGHTS page 4  

Flight 18 will visit Wings Over the 
Rockies Air & Space Museum 15 Aug   
   Our August meeting will take place at the Wings Mu-
seum at the former Lowry AFB and will feature mini 
guided tours plus lunch catered by the Aurora Hills Tin 
Cup Bar and Grill. Be there or be square (or, you can even 
be both if you prefer)!  
   Wings Over the 

Rockies Air and Space 
Museum, founded in 
1982 by the late Col 
Russ Tarvin, who also 
spearheaded the 1965   
creation of Flight 18, 
boasts over three-dozen aircraft in its collection. 
   Among many others, that number includes a B-1A 
Lancer, a B-18 Bolo, five Century Series fighters, an RF-
84K Thunderflash parasite, an Alexander Eaglerock (built 
in Colorado), a Star Wars X-Wing fighter, an EB-57E 
Canberra, and a Goodyear FG-1D Corsair (F4U-1D) racer.    

In addition to aircraft, 
Wings is also comprised 
of a number of exhibits 
such as the Eisenhower 
Dining Room, which 
features artifacts from 
Ike s summer White 
House in Denver.    

The last time Mile 
High Flight 18 visited WORASM was six years ago when 
we hosted a joint meeting with Falcon Flight 11 from 
Colorado Springs. Since then, however, individual mem-
bers have attended special galas there honoring the likes 
of Chuck Yeager, Burt Rutan and our own Carl Williams.  

See WORASM page 3. 

 

Remaining 2008 Flight Schedule   
    Flight 18 normally meets on the third Friday of each 
month. Exceptions are announced in the newsletter and 
through the caller phone tree. Your caller should contact you 
via phone/e-mail 7-10 days prior to each meeting. If not, 
please advise Flight Adjutant Ron Smith.  

Date

 

                 Location                 Speaker/activity

 

    

15 Aug             WORASM            Lunch/guided tours       
19 Sep             Aurora Hills*                  TBA 
17 Oct             Aurora Hills*     Bill Zinser/Wx Res rch

 

21 Nov            Aurora Hills*            Business Meeting 
?? Dec             Aurora Hills*             Christmas Party                                
          
    

* Aurora Hills Golf Course Tin Cup Bar & Grill 

 



 
From the 
Flight 
Captain    

Fellow 
Daedalians:     

Sometimes the words To Those 
Who Have Gone Before Us in our 
opening toast become a little more 
personal to us when we lose a member 
before his time.  Long time Flight 

18 member and former Flight Captain 
Col. Bob Mock passed away from in-
juries sustained in a traffic accident on 
June 15th.  We will all miss him.    

Unfortunately, my job has once 
again interfered with my Flight 18 
meeting attendance. I was again of-
fered a multi-engine simulator class at 
Metro State which meets from 10:00 
to 1:30 every Friday.  As an adjunct 
(Latin for works cheap ) faculty 
member, I don t always have control 
over my schedule.  I will try to do 
some class swapping on meeting 
days and be here if I can.  Mr. Vice, 
Don Neary will be filling in for me.    

Speaking of Mr. Vice, I want to 
thank Don for the terrific job he has 
done in getting our guest speakers.  He 
still has excellent contacts with the 
National Guard and has recruited some 
great speakers. He has certainly made 
my job a lot easier. Thanks Don.    

Prior to the June meeting Flight 18 
officers met in accordance with Flight 
policy to hear comments from the 
membership concerning the nomina-
tion of Mark Johnson as our third 
Flight Associate. No comments were 
received, and his nomination was ap-
proved. Welcome aboard Mark.     

We also gained a new Flight mem-
ber. Stan Folker, a former Navy P-3 
pilot, turned in his forms at the July 
meeting. Yeah, I know he s a Navy 
guy, but we have several other Navy 
guys who didn t turn out too badly. 
   Welcome aboard, Stan. (Meet Stan 
in column 3, this page.) 

   On behalf of Flight 18, thanks to 
Jack Wilhite for his very generous 
monetary donation.  We plan to use at 
least some of the money for our schol-
arship fund.     

It s arm twisting time again!!! Our 
annual November meeting to elect 
new officers is rapidly approaching.  I 
know for sure that we will be getting a 
new Flight Captain, a job just covered 
with glory and honor.  If you are inter-
ested, please let me know via e-mail at 
thomas.martin@comcast.net or call me 
at 303-730-0311.   
Coming Events:    

The next Flight 18 meeting will be 
held at the Wings Over the Rockies 
Air and Space Museum on Friday, 
August 15th. Social hour will begin at 
11:00 with lunch at 12:00. The Tin 
Cup will cater the lunch for us. No 
formal program is planned but there is 
plenty to see at the museum.     

Still looking to nail down a guest 
speaker for our September meeting at 
Aurora Hills. Will advise.  
   The October meeting at the Tin Cup 
on Friday, 17 Oct will feature Bill Zin-
ser s presentation on severe weather 
research. Fasten your seat belts! 

   The November meeting will be our 
annual business meeting including the 
election of officers for 2009. The 
meeting will be on Friday, 21 Nov. 
   We are now planning our Christmas 
party, probably 10 or 11 Dec.  We will 
again be at the Tin Cup and hope to 
have live music for entertainment. 
      Volabamus          Volamus  

Tom 
Thomas C. Martin, LTC, USAF (Ret) 
Flight Captain 

____________________________________  

Bill Axton in Life Care   
   Bill and his wife Jan have taken up per-
manent residence in Room 243 of the Life 
Care Center of Aurora, 14101 E. Evans, 
Aurora, CO 80014, where Bill is strug-
gling to recover from neck and head inju-
ries resulting from several falls. Cards 
welcome. Please call 303-751-2000 prior 
to visiting.    

 
Stanley F. Folker,      
 LT, USN (Sep)  

Stan s thumbnail bio

  

DOB: 2 Sep 1945 
Wings: 1969 NAS Corpus Christi, TX 
Assignments: VP-19 NAS Moffett             

Field, CA; MCAS Iwakuni, Ja-   
        pan; NAS Cubi Pt, Philippines. 
Aircraft/hours (mil): T-34/24; T-       
     28/150; TS-2A/150; P-3/1500. 
Total flight hours 28,000 (1,825 mil, 
   26,175 civ) 
Separated from USN: 1973 
Post-retirement: Airline pilot; finan- 
     cial planner 
Children: Lindsay, Allyson. 
Residence: Littleton, CO 

Aim high, run fast! 
___________________________________  

Greatest Generations 
Foundation sponsors 
trips for veterans     

A Denver-based non-profit, the 
Greatest Generations Foundation
among its other activities sponsors 
trips for selected veterans to the sites 
of their wartime experiences in Europe 
and the Pacific. It also conducts trips 
to Washington, D.C., centered around 
a tour of the WWII Memorial.  
   In order to be considered for a spon-

sored trip, veterans must complete and 
submit a GGF application, which is 
available on line at www.tggf.us or by 
calling 303-331-1944.       
   To sustain the program, the Founda-
tion seeks tax-deductible donations. 

http://www.tggf.us


FORGET TO PAY YOUR 2008 FLIGHT DUES? 

  

Please mail this coupon along with a check for your 2008 plus any delinquent Flight dues you owe. Add any amount 
you desire to donate to the Scholarship Fund. Only Daedalian Life Members (LMs) are eligible to purchase Flight

 

18 Life Memberships and stop paying annual dues. If you qualify and choose this option, please select the appropri-
ate dues amount from the above schedule, enter that amount in the FLM space below and include it in your check.    
    

Name: _____________________________  Daedalian # ________   Home Phone: (_____)_____________  

Address: ___________________________________________________   e-mail:_____________________  

Amount enclosed for: [2008 Flight Dues   $12.00   or FLM DUES $__________] +   Flight Dues for prior years 
@ $12.00/yr  $ _________  + Scholarship Fund  $__________   =  Total Enclosed  $____________  

**  Make check payable to:  DAEDALIAN FLIGHT 18 
**  Mail to:  Treasurer, Mile High Flight 18, P.O. Box 472976, Aurora, CO 80047-2976 

  
The Last Checkride

  
I hope there's a place way up in the sky 
Where old flyers can go on the day they die. 
A place where a guy can buy a cold beer 
For a friend and a comrade, whose memory is dear.  

A place where no doctor or lawyer can tread 
Nor an FAA type would 'ere be caught dead. 
Just a quaint little place, kind of dark, full of smoke 
Where they like to sing loud, and love a good joke.  

The kind of place where a lady could go 
And feel safe and protected by the men she would know. 
There must be a place where old flyers go 
When their flying is finished, and their airspeed gets low.  

Where the whiskey is old and the women are young 
And songs about flying and dying are sung. 
Where you'd see all the fellows who'd flown West before 
And they'd call out your name as you came thru the door. 
Who would buy you a drink, if your thirst should be bad, 
And relate to others "He was quite a good lad".  

And then through the mist, you'd spot an old guy 
You had not seen in years, though he taught you to fly. 
He'd nod his old head, and grin ear to ear 
And say, "Welcome, my son, I'm pleased that you're here". 
For this is the place where the true flyers come, 
When their journey is over, and their war has been won.  

They've come here at last to be safe and alone 
From the government clerk and the management clone. 
Politicians and lawyers, the Feds and the noise. 
Where all hours are happy, and they're all good ole' boys. 
You can relax with a cold one, maybe deal from a deck. 
This is heaven, my son, and you've passed your last check. 

######   

WORASM (no, not WORGASM) continued from p. 1  

Times for the 
August 15th 
luncheon are:  

1100  Social 
1200  Lunch 
1300  Tours  

Dress  casual, 
air conditioning 
not available.  

Many new ex-
hibits to see 
since our last 
visit in 2002.  

Easy to find, 
the museum is 
located just east of Quebec between 6th and Alameda.   

Please make your lunch reservation through your caller.  

Flight 18 Life Membership Dues 
(Annual Flight dues = $12.00)  

Age Group

 

30/under ..$305          61 

 

65 ..$165  
31 

 

35 ..295          66 

 

70 135   
36 

 

40 ..280          71 

 

75 110 
41 

 

45 ..260          76 

 

80 ..90 
46 

 

50 ..240          81 

 

85 ..75 
51 

 

55 ..215          86/0ver ..60 
56 

 

60 ..185 



  
BOB MOCK  
  Born in Glen Falls, NY, Bob earned 

a BS in Mechanical Engineering from 
the Illinois Institute of Technology 
and a Masters in Systems Management 
from USC. He also completed the 
graduate meteorology program at the 
University of Wisconsin. 
   Commissioned through the Air 
Force ROTC program, he first served 
as a weather forecaster and later as a 
fighter pilot. He retired with the rank 
of colonel after a 29-year career that 
included three combat tours in Viet-
nam flying F-102s and F/RF-4s. His 
last assignment was as PAS, Detach-
ment 105, AFROTC, at CU. 
   In 1982-83, he first served as Flight 
Captain of a Daedalian flight at Clark 
AB, in the Philippines. Later he be-
came president of the Silver Wings 
Fraternity, Colorado Chapter, as well 
as a member of its board of directors. 
   He was a legend at Metro State for 
his courage and daring as a fighter 
pilot; his love of aviation, which led 
him to teach and serve as department 
chair and dean; and his dedication to 
the college and his students.  
   We called him Mr. Metro State, 
says AAS Chair Jeff Forrest. There 
was no one better at advising students 
or who cared more about them than 
Bob. Forrest credits Mock with 
changing the direction of his career, 
leading ultimately to Forrest s chair-
manship of the department. He hired 
a great many of us who teach here and 
helped us all tremendously both pro-
fessionally and academically.

 

   He came to Metro State in 1987 as 
department chair and was named dean 
of the School of Professional Studies 
in 1996. After serving in this position 
for five years, he returned to teaching 
and taught three courses this past 
spring. In 2005, Metro State honored 
him with the Distinguished Service 
Award for Faculty. In September 2004 
he received the prestigious Shades of 
Blue Ed Dwight Jr. award for contri-

butions to area youth in guiding them 
every step of the way into the aviation 
and aerospace industry. 
   Perhaps his greatest legacy at Metro 
State is the World Indoor Airport 
(WIA), recognized as one of the most 
technologically advanced collegiate 
integrated flight and air traffic control 
simulator laboratories in the country.  
   He was elected president of the Uni-
versity Aviation Association in 1991. 
   Robert K. Mock led two lives a 
mild mannered college professor, and 
a courageous US Air Force fighter 
pilot who once flew alone, unarmed 
and unafraid. He played as hard as he 
worked. He loved to fly, ski, garden, 
read and especially travel with his 
wife, Gail. The only continent they 
missed was the Antarctic. At 4:00 PM, 
Sunday, 15 June 2008, Bullwhip 26 
Alpha  flew west. 
   Predeceased by his father Kermit, he 
is survived by his mother, Jeanne, wife 
Gail; son USAF Major Christopher 
Mock ( 89 AAS), a MC-130 pilot sta-
tioned at Hurlbert Field, FL; stepson 
Archie D. Steger, Assistant Airport 
Operations Manager at DIA; grand-
daughter Lauren Mock, Florida; sister 
Patricia Hicks, Aurora; and brother 
William Mock, Bath, NY. 
   Bob s inurnment took place 25 July 
at Ft. Logan National Cemetery.  

________________________   

Robert A. Snider 
Capt, ANG (Sep) 

Sep 15, 1935  Feb 13, 2008   

   We learned only recently that Bob 
Bentley Snider took his final flight 

at Boulder Community Hospital on 13 
Feb. Our sincere appreciation to his 
widow Terri for informing us and for 
providing the following information.  
   Born in Americus, GA in 1935, 
Bentley attended Georgia Tech major-
ing in Aerospace Engineering. He 
completed Air Force aviation cadet 
training in Greenville, MS, on 14 Oct 
1958. Then it was off to advanced 

fighter training in the F-86 in Texas 
before commencing an assignment 
with the Georgia Air National Guard. 
Later he would serve with the Texas 
and Puerto Rico ANG as well.    

In his day job he was an airline 
captain, first at Northeast and then 
Delta, where he flew until his retire-
ment in 1995. 
   He also owned and operated his own 
real estate and investment manage-
ment business.  
   He was a very active member of the 
Peachtree Presbyterian Church in At-
lanta, including serving as Sunday 
School class president. He actively 
supported many charity organizations 
such as Cystic Fibrosis by donations 
and volunteer work. 
   Bentley was an avid world traveler. 
He climbed Mt. Kilimanjaro just six 
years ago. Subsequently he climbed 
several of Colorado s 13-ers (13,000 
ft. or above).    

Besides being an active sportsman, 
he continued his involvement in avia-
tion. For the last 15 years he owned or 
leased a helicopter and could reliably, 
when all other contact methods failed, 
be found up in the air in that helicop-
ter. This can be readily attested to by 
neighbors in his Atlanta Country Club 
neighborhood, as he would often land 
in his own back yard and occasionally 
flew closer than was appreciated by 
golfers in the adjoining fairways.  
  Very often this same mode of trans-
port would serve his arrival at charity 
functions, sporting events, very beauti-
ful and interesting out-of-the-way 
places and on at least one occasion 
when he was mistaken for a visiting 
NFL owner.    

Having moved to Boulder three 
years ago, he found something he had 
been actively searching for over many 
years: God s country

 

views and 
weather and many more hundreds of 
square miles to cover in that helicop-
ter.  
  There he built his dream house as he 

settled down with the dream of his 
life, his new bride Terri. 


