
                                       

Spouses invited to 21 May fly-in event 
at new LaFayette Foundation facility  

For the first time, our summer picnic with spouses or sig-
nificant others will be held in conjunction with our annual 
fly-in meeting at Platte Valley Airport on Friday 21 

May. Make reservations when contacted by your caller.  
   Those attending this year will discover an entirely new 
venue for this affair the Colorado International Aviation 
Museum. After years of hard work by the late Dr. Jim 
Parks and his son Andy, president of the LaFayette Foun-
dation, all of the Foundation s assets are now collocated at 
Platte Valley. In addition to its replica WWI aircraft, the 
Foundation s extensive array of manikins and historic 
aviation paraphernalia, formerly on display at the Wings 
Over the Rockies Museum, is now in the CIAM hangar.    

While social 
hour begins at 
1100, the hangar 
will open at 0900 
to enable early 
viewing of the 
displays. Call to 
Order will be at 
noon with lunch, 
a presentation by 
Andy Parks, a tour of the displays and,  weather permit-
ting, a flight demonstration by two SE-5s, a Fokker DR.1 
and Sopwith Pup to follow. Other aircraft expected to be 
on hand include a Fokker D-VII, T-6, T-28C, N-3, Sky-
bolt, Sirrus SR-22 and a couple of YAKs.      

Cost for the catered lunch is $15.00 per person. There 
will be a cash bar, though wine will be free. 
   For Flight 18, this will be a special private preview of 
the CIAM. Formal dedication ceremonies are set for the 
following day during the annual Platte Valley Fly-in.

 

See map and driving directions on Page 6.              
                    

Mile High named 03

  

Distinguished Flight 

 

_________________________________________________  

Mike Fer Loh is Flight 18 
Distinguished Pilot for 2003

 

__________________________________________________  

For details, see Flight Captain s letter on 
Page 2 and companion articles on Page 6. 

 

Remaining 2004 meeting sked   
    Flight 18 normally meets on the third Friday of each 
month. Exceptions to that practice are announced in the 
newsletter and through the caller phone tree. Your 
caller should be contacting you via phone or e-mail 
roughly seven days prior to each scheduled meeting. If 
not, please advise Flight Adjutant Ray Rider.  

Meeting schedule and tentatively planned activities:  

Date

 

                 Location                 Speaker/activity

 

21 May          Platte Valley A/P              WWI A/C 
18 Jun              Aurora Hills*              SVN Air Force    

 

16 Jul                  WORM???                      TBA 
20 Aug                WORM???                      TBA      
17 Sep              Aurora Hills*                      TBA  
15 Oct              Aurora Hills*                      TBA 
19 Nov             Aurora Hills*                      TBA 
?? Dec              Gov Mansion              Christmas party   
    

* The Aurora Hills Golf Course Tin Cup Restaurant is 
located one block N of Alameda, just E of Peoria. 



  
From the 
Flight 
Captain    

Fellow Daedalians,  

Gentlemen, another is year off to a 
great start and I m sure this next quar-
ter will also prove to be a huge suc-
cess. Several major events are in the 
works to include the Platte Val-
ley/Lafayette Foundation Fly-In, the 
Mile High Flight Distinguished Pilot 
Award, the Annual Daedalian Conven-
tion, and several more tentatively 
planned presentations at our normal 
meetings. 
   The Platte Valley/Lafayette Founda-
tion Fly-In this year will be our offi-
cial summer event with the wives. The 
Lafayette Foundation will be hosting 
the event again but in their new hanger 
at Platte Valley that has been com-
pletely refurbished for their historic 
collection. I ll be arriving around 1000 
in a Cirrus SR 22 with Mike Koleman 
who will provide you and your spousal 
units demonstration flights in this 
modern general aviation aircraft.  
Looking forward to seeing all of you 
at this great event. 
   We have just received word from 
National Commander Vice Admiral 
M. Staser Holcomb, that Flight 18 has 
been named the Order of Daedalians 
Distinguished Flight for 2003 (Cate-
gory C). Outstanding!!! And it was 
well deserved. Ray Rider did a great 
job documenting all your successes 
last year regarding our meetings, 
newsletters, scholarship program, 
member recruitment, and advancing 
the tenants of the organization.  Find 
additional information about this pres-
tigious award on Page 6 of this news-
letter.  
  The Distinguished Flight Award will 
be presented during the upcoming 
Daedalian National Convention in 
Riverside, CA on 5 June 2004. Our 

Flight Provost Marshall and long time 
convention representative, Dale Bog-
gie will stand for the Flight and accept 
the award. My thanks go out to all of 
the Mile High Flight Officers who 
worked so hard to make last year such 
a success and for your participation in 
our organization. You made this all 
happen and I appreciate your efforts. 
   We have several summer events in 
the planning stage, including an event 
at the Wings Over the Rockies Air and 
Space Museum in July or August with 
guided tours of aircraft to be provided 
by members of the flight (names to be 
determined). Additionally, we have a 
presentation from a former South 
Vietnamese Air Force Officer tenta-
tively scheduled for June. Lastly, we 
are working on setting up a presenta-
tion in July or August from one or two 
of the Fort Carson US Army units that 
have recently returned from Iraq to tell 
us what is really going on over there 
from the point of view of the soldier 
on the ground.    

At 1600 on Sunday 2 May we re 
scheduled to present our first, annual 
Mile High Flight Distinguished Pilot 
Award to Lt Col Michael A. Loh of 
the 120th Fighter Squadron, Colorado 
Air National Guard, at Buckley AFB.  
See more details on Page 6.    
   Thanks go to Capt Gerry Spaulding 
USN (Ret) for all his work on this pro-
ject. Additionally, the 120th Fighter 
Squadron and the Colorado Air Na-
tional Guard are very supportive of 
our efforts on this award. 
   Gentlemen, I look forward to our 
continued fellowship next month and 
throughout 2004.  

   

GREGORY D. BLACK, 
LCOL, USAF (Ret) 
Flight Captain 
    

Scholarship $ up   
Mile High Flight 18 donated 50 per-
cent more in scholarship funds in 2004 
than in any prior year. In each of the 
past three years, the Flight awarded a 
total of $2,000 in scholarships, an 
amount matched by the Daedalian 
Foundation. This year, contributions 
from Flight members totaled $3,000
$1,000 each to three different ROTC 
cadets hoping to pursue careers in 
military aviation. Matching Founda-
tion funds would bring the total re-
ceived by each cadet to $2,000. Our 
2004 scholarship recipients are:  

Michael R. Oldenborg, a junior mid-
shipman at CU Boulder, he hopes to 
become a naval aviator. An aerospace 
engineering major with a 3.12 GPA, 
Mike serves as battalion platoon chief, 
volunteers for community service pro-
jects and is a member of the CU Club 
varsity hockey team. His class ranking 
in the NROTC unit is 1 out of 37.  

Mark A. Wodishek, AFROTC, is a 
junior at CSU with a major in history, 
a minor in aerospace science and a 
GPA of 3.10. He holds a private pi-
lot/instrument rating, has 360 hours of 
flight time and leads the unit s CAP 
Flight Orientation Program. A recipi-
ent of numerous academic and military 
performance awards, his goal is to be-
come a career USAF pilot.  

Brendan G. Hering, AFROTC, wants 
to be one of the best fighter pilots in 
the Air Force. He s a junior at Metro 
State in Denver maintaining a 3.25 
GPA as an aerospace science major 
with a pilot emphasis. Brendan has 
283 hours of flight time, holds com-
mercial/instrument ratings and serves 
as unit CAP Flight Commander.  

   Flight 18 also supports Junior ROTC 
programs in 14 different Denver Metro 
area high schools by awarding Daeda-
lian medals and certificates to deserv-
ing cadets. Thanks to Scholarship 
Chairman Bill Greener for his hard 
work.        



 
Charlie Cox makes 

final flight  
Charles C. Cox, 

LtCol, USAF 
(Ret)  

Apr 16, 1915 
to 

Feb 29, 2004  

The youngest of six children, Charlie 
grew up on a small farm in the Appa-
lachian Mountains of Virginia. He be-
gan working on the farm at the age of 
seven. During the Depression, he left 
home to ride the rails, working as a 
cowboy, fruit picker, gas station op-
erator and day laborer.    

Fascinated by airplanes, he joined 
the Army Air Corps shortly after 
WWII began, and completed flight 
training at La Junta, CO in April 43. 
   During WWII he flew 68 B-25 com-
bat missions in the South Pacific and 
in Korea flew medivac missions. He 
would go on to fly the B-52 and RC-
121 prior to his retirement in Novem-
ber 1965 with 25 years of active mili-
tary service. 
   Following his retirement, he moved 
to Boulder, where he worked as a real 
estate broker for the next 16 years. An 
outdoorsman, he was an avid hunter, 
golfer, skilled photographer and en-
joyed swimming and hiking. He also 
patented several inventions, and was 
active in the Boulder Optimists Club 
and the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion as well as Mile High Flight 18.    

In December 2000, Charlie pub-
lished The Web We Weave, his auto-
biographical account of growing up in 
the Blue Ridge Mountains, his life as a 
hobo and his years as a military pilot.  
   He died at the age of 88 following a 
long battle with Alzheimer s. He is 
survived by his wife Kirsten, two 
daughters, four grandchildren and 
other members of his extended family.    

One last thing about Charlie: he 
loved life and drank his whiskey 
straight up. 

A thumbnail history of 
Mile High Flight 18  

Denver s Mile High Flight, the 18th 

Daedalian flight to stand up, was es-
tablished at Lowry AFB on Independ-
ence Day 1965 by a group headed by 
Colonel Russell W. Tarvin, USAF.    

Air Force colonel Richard L. 
Randolph, served as Flight Captain in 
Mile High s first year of existence, 
while Tarvin led the flight during its 
second, third, sixth and seventh years. 
Current Flight Provost Marshall Dale 
Boggie served as Flight Captain in 
1977 when Flight 18 hosted the Dae-
dalian National Convention in Denver.    

In 1985, Jim Forbes, CAPT, USN 
(Ret), became the first naval aviator to 
lead the flight, while Mike Hedin, Ma-
jor, USMC, held that distinction for 
the Marine Corps in 1992. In 1995, 
Mr. Brad Gaylord became the only 
Hereditary Member to serve as Flight 
Captain.     

Monthly meetings convened in a 
dedicated Daedalian Room at the 
Lowry AFB Officers Club until the 
club closed in early 1994.     

After meeting twice at the Fitzsi-
mon s Officers Club, Flight 18 chose 
the Camana Club at Buckley ANGB 
for the site of its monthly luncheon 
meetings and the fraternal sharing of 
war stories.      
When the Camana Club closed in 

December 2002, the flight had no 
choice but to find a suitable civilian 
facility and currently meets at the 
Aurora Hills Golf Club s Tin Cup Bar 
& Grill. 
       ______________________      

Featured flight member  

Russ Tarvin, Col, USAF (Ret)  

In addition to his leading role in estab-
lishing Mile High Flight, in 1982 Russ 
founded what later would become the 
Wings Over the Rockies Air and 
Space Museum in Hangar No. 1 at the 
former Lowry AFB. He then fought 

hard to keep the museum alive after 
Lowry closed in 1994.  
  A true pillar of the Denver Metro-

politan community, he was an active 
member of TROA, the Missing in Ac-
tion Group, the Air Force Association, 
the Round-Up Riders of the Rockies, 
Quiet Birdmen and the Lions Club. He 
also served as an elected member of 
the Regional Transportation District s 
Board of Directors until the moment 
of his death in February 1998. 
   His most tangible legacy, the Wings 
Over the Rockies Air and Space Mu-
seum, houses a collection of his 
memorabilia on permanent display for 
the 24,000 visitors who tour the mu-
seum annually.  
          ____________________  

New Flight member  

We are pleased to welcome 1Lt. Jim 
Collins, an Air National Guard C-21 
pilot at Peterson AFB and group exec 
at Buckley, to flight 18. Jim is already 
a Daedalian, having earned a year s 
membership as the top graduate from 
his UPT class and winning the Com-
mander s Trophy.    

We ll have more information on Jim 
in the next newsletter after we receive 
his biography. 

____________________________ 
   

Congress authorizes Ko-
rean Defense Service 

Medal   

This medal, authorized by the Con-
gress in February 2004, is for service 
in Korea from July 28, 1954, to a fu-
ture as yet undetermined date. 
   Eligible active duty members should 
receive the medal through channels. 
Retired members and veterans who are 
eligible must request the award from 
the National Personnel Records Center 
(NPRC), 9700 Page Avenue, St. 
Louis, MO, 63132-5100.  
  Eligibility criteria may be found on 

the NPRC web site at: 
http://www.archives.gov.   

http://www.archives.gov


   
Bombs Away!!!  

Dave Trexler s winning war story from the 16 April 
2004 Flight 18 luncheon. It was a stinker of a tale, 
which Dave calls:  

The C-123 bombing run.

  

   
While stationed at Andrews AFB flying F-102s in early 
1958, Dave was sent TDY to Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO, 
to provide adult leadership to newly qualified 102 pilots 
cycling through the base on their way east with their fight-
ers. During his TDY stint, he often flew co-pilot on local 
maintenance hops in the C-123 with the Air National 
Guard. On one fateful weekend, he was invited to fly right 
seat on an entirely different kind of mission one which 
would demonstrate a revolutionary new bombing tactic 
and rival Billy Mitchell s  legendary bombing tests of the 
early 1920s.  
   It began innocently enough when one of the C-123 pilots 
called to ask Dave whether he could get away for the 
weekend, explaining that he had to pick up two power units 
from Duluth MN, then deliver them to Billings MT for use 
during dedication ceremonies for the brand new Billings 
airport. As part of the festivities, the Blue Angels were set 
to perform. Trexler readily signed on.     

On Friday, we flew up to Duluth and picked up the 
power units. The next day we started west, an 800-
mile flight, almost due west to Billings. We had a 
good breakfast Saturday morning and had to get there 
sometime in the afternoon.

    

So we left early it was about a five-hour flight
and we took box lunches with us. We were over the 
Badlands of western North Dakota and I d eaten the 
pear from one of my box lunches. This pear was 
pretty green, but it tasted good, so I ate it. About 30 
minutes later, I had the worst stomach ache and knew 
I was going to have to take a crap.

     
There were only three of us the pilot, crew chief 

and me. The crew chief said there was no toilet on the 
airplane, but said I could remove the quarts of oil we 
had on board from their box and use that. So I went 
back in the cargo compartment and took care of it. We 
didn t have any paper, not even a dirty rag or any-
thing. So I ripped off my boxer shorts, cleaned myself 
up and put my flying suit back on. But it was stinkier 
than the devil. It was awful!

    

The pilot started screaming, Get rid of that, I m 
getting sick up here!

    

We were flying at five or six thousand feet, what-
ever VFR called for. We opened the cargo door and I 
put on a parachute and I m pushing the box out with 
my foot, holding onto the side. Finally, I pushed it out. 
The crew chief was over on the other side and we 
were watching this thing. It was amazing, because 
immediately we saw the box sort of twirling very 
slowly and we saw the shadow on the ground and it 
was really fascinating. And the pilot wasn t yelling 
any more.

    

The shadow and the box were getting closer and 
closer, and, suddenly, there appeared this tower! They 
were drilling oil out there and there were half a dozen 
or more pickup trucks around it and a bunch of guys 
running around down there. Suddenly the shadow and 
the box got together and the box hit the tower!

     

I was sort of dumbfounded it happened like that. 
Anyway, we sped on, landed at Billings and stayed 
until the show was over.  Early Sunday morning, we 
took the power units back to Duluth and went back 
home.

 

         

I thought the crude we were pumpin

 

out of the ground 
was bad, but this stuff fallin

 

from the sky in oil boxes 
no less stinks like the devil. It s really crude! 


