
              

Oh come 12 Dec all ye Ho, Ho, Ho-ers   
         

                

Tom Martin, current staff 
re-elected for 2008   
   Except for the fact that the current Treasurer and Assis-
tant Treasurer will swap responsibilities, this year s officer 
staff will remain in place for 2008. Tom Martin, whose 
first stint as Flight Captain was in 1993, will become only 
the third individual to lead the Flight for three terms. The 
late Russ Tarvin, who founded Flight 18, holds the dis-
tinction as Mile High s only four-term Flight Captain.  
   After a campaign nearly devoid of flip-flopping, name 
calling and lap

 

tap dancing, election of the entire staff was 
by acclamation at the Nov business meeting. As usual, the 
conclusion of the vote elicited a collective whew! from 
the floor as members quietly hoping to avoid responsibil-
ity realized they were off the hook for another year.  
   See page 7 for a complete list of Flight officers and their 
current duties.    

Good cheer, excellent dinner and great 
band on tap for Christmas party          

This year s Christmas party figures to be the best in 
many years, if not the best ever.     

In addition to excellent company, heartfelt camaraderie 
and a fine meal, there will be professional entertainment in 
the name of The Osburns, veterans of five world tours for 
the US military. The group s featured performer is inter-
nationally acclaimed and award-winning recording artist 
Karen Osburn, an inductee in the Colorado Country Music 
Hall of Fame.     

She and her brothers sing and perform a wide range of 
music, including Big Band, jazz, swing and easy listening. 
(See more about The Osburns on Page 3.)          

This year we ve scrubbed a gift exchange of any kind so 
as not to interfere with the live entertainment. That was an 
easy decision. And judging from the initial reaction, it was 
also a popular one.   
   Dinner

 

will be a choice of Filet Mignon Beef Oscar or 
Parmesan Encrusted Chicken Breast Oscar. 
      (Oscar is lump crabmeat and veggies in  
                 Hollandaise Sauce.)    

Price: $26.50 per person, which must be                             
paid by check no later than 7 December                                                 
in order to secure your reservation.  
   Times: 1800 - Social hour; 
               1900 - Dinner. 
   Dress: Daedalian blazer/sport coat 
and tie for gents; corresponding 
attire for ladies.  

   IMPORTANT: PLEASE USE 
THE MAIL-IN COUPON ON 
PAGE 2 TO MAKE YOUR 
RESERVATION. MUST BE

 

RECEIVED BY FRI, 7 DEC!

     

   

  

Please note that reservations for the Christmas party 
must be received by mail NLT Friday 7 December. 
Best grab your checkbook right now, fill out the res-
ervation form on page 2 and mail it without delay
but with payment enclosed, of course.  
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                                                        (Clip and mail with check. Must be received NLT 7 Dec) 
               

             Particulars 
                     Date, times:  Wednesday, December 12, 2007; Social hour - 6 pm; Dinner - 7 pm. 
                     Place:  Aurora Hills Tin Cup Bar & Grill 
                     Attire: Daedalian blazer/sport coat & tie; corresponding attire for ladies  
                     Entertainment: The Osburns (great band) 
                     Menu choices:  Filet Mignon Beef Oscar or Parmesan Chicken Breast Oscar.   
                             Cost: $26.50 per person                                                                    
            
           NAME: __________________________________  MENU CHOICE   beef or chicken    (circle one) 
           NAME: __________________________________  MENU CHOICE   beef or chicken   (circle one) 
           NAME: __________________________________  MENU CHOICE   beef or chicken    (circle one) 
           NAME ___________________________________ MENU CHOICE   beef or chicken    (circle one) 
                      

                           TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED (# OF ATTENDEES x $26.50) = ___________________    

Mail to: Mile High Flight 18 Christmas Party, P.O. Box 472976, Aurora, CO 80047-2976 
ALL RESERVATIONS AND CANCELLATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED NLT 7 DECEMBER 

  
From the 
Flight 
Captain    

Fellow 
Daedalians:  

   You have once again given me the 
great honor of serving you as Flight 
Captain for Mile High Flight 18. 
Thank you for your confidence in 
electing me to another term. 
   I also thank Don Neary for returning 
as Vice Flight Captain, Ron Smith for 
returning as Adjutant, and Dale Bogie 
for accepting his 75th consecutive term 
as Provost. In addition, I would like to 
thank Hugh Greenwood for stepping 
up to the demanding task of Treasurer.  
  Ed Cutler is stepping down as 

Treasurer after doing a fantastic job 
for the past two years. He will con-
tinue to support the Flight as Assistant 
Treasurer. Gerry Spaulding will con-
tinue his great work as newsletter edi-

tor, but only until a replacement is 
found. I expect that to happen some-
time in the next 25 30 years!!!!!!!! 
   The Flight 18 Christmas Party will 
be held on Wednesday, December 12 
at the Tin Cup at Aurora Hills Golf 
Course. Because we are having pro-
fessional entertainment, we will skip 
our traditional gift exchange this 
year. Reservation instructions and 
other information are included in this 
newsletter. Please use the coupon be-
low to make your reservation. 
   This year we ll be presenting a spe-
cial award at the Christmas Party for 
outstanding service to Mile high Flight 
18. Bill Greener has served as our 
Scholarship Chairman for more than 
30 years. He has spent countless hours 
collecting funds, reviewing applica-
tions, and presenting awards to out-
standing students all over the Front 
Range region. He is the personifica-
tion of a basic Daedalian principle of 
encouraging and assisting younger 
generations to receive valuable Aero-
space education and promoting mili-
tary aviation as a career.   

   Our January meeting will be on the 
normal schedule on Friday, January 
18th at Aurora Hills. In addition to the 
swearing in of Flight Officers for 
2008, I invite any Daedalians who 
have not been formally sworn in to 
participate in an Induction Ceremony. 
As our guest speakers we have tenta-
tively scheduled members of a combat 
helicopter crew who are veterans of 
the current conflict. Should be a 
memorable presentation. 
   As we enjoy this joyous holiday sea-
son, I would suggest you dedicate 
your prayers and support to the all 
young men and women of our armed 
forces and their families. The great 
freedoms we enjoy in this country are 
not free. They often come at a terribly 
high price. We know we ve been 
there. 
   Have a happy holiday season.  
   

Volabamus          Volamus   

Tom 
Thomas C. Martin, LTC, USAF (Ret) 
Flight Captain 



2008 FLIGHT DUES 

  

Please mail this coupon along with a check for your 2008 plus any delinquent Flight dues you owe. Add any amount 
you desire to donate to the Scholarship Fund. Only Daedalian Life Members (LMs) are eligible to purchase Flight 
18 Life Memberships and stop paying annual dues. If you qualify and choose this option, please contact the Treas-
urer to determine the correct amount to include in the FLM space below.         

Name: _____________________________  Daedalian # ________   Home Phone: (_____)_____________  

Address: ___________________________________________________   e-mail:_____________________  

Amount enclosed for: [2008 Flight Dues   $12.00   or FLM DUES $__________] +   Flight Dues for prior years 
@ $12.00/yr  $ _________  + Scholarship Fund  $__________   =  Total Enclosed  $____________  

**  Make check payable to:  DAEDALIAN FLIGHT 18 
**  Mail to:  Treasurer, Mile High Flight 18, P.O. Box 472976, Aurora, CO 80047-2976  

 
Osburns to play at 
Christmas party 
By Bob Resling     

The music for our dancing 
and listening pleasure will be 
courtesy of "The Osburns." 
Karen, Darrell and Gary 
Osburn have a terrific legacy in 
Denver dating back to when 
their father was a local music personality with his own Den-
ver television show during the 1950s. 
   The three, along with brother Rod, provided the music for 
my USAFA reunion last month and were absolutely marvel-
ous. They know all the hits from our era. Karen and her 
brothers have worked together professionally for over 27 
years, among other things, performing five world tours for 
the US military.    

Karen, an accomplished singer and song writer, is an in-
ductee in the Colorado Country Music Hall of Fame. She 
and her brothers sing and perform all types of music includ-
ing Big Band, jazz, swing, easy listening, etc. If you put 
Karen's name in a search engine, you will find several of her 
songs listed among the top ten in several European coun-
tries. She has released six CDs and a Christmas CD, which 
consists of original songs she wrote. One of her Christmas 
compositions, "Grandma's House," recently received an 
original artist award in Nashville. 
   All of the Osburns sing and each can play every instrument 
in the group. We are truly fortunate to be able to book this 
popular entertainment group for our annual Christmas Party. 
This one should not be missed. See you there!  

REMINDER YOUR PAID RESERVATION MUST BE RE-
CEIVED BY MAIL NO LATER THAN 7 DEC. See pp.1&2    

9/11 Post Script 
By Ed Cutler   

  In the Spring of 2001, my daughter and her husband jour-
neyed to Baltimore to attend the wedding of his cousin to a 
Navy lieutenant, a Naval Academy graduate. The groom 
wanted to be a naval aviator like his older brother, but his 
eyes prevented that, so he went into naval intelligence and 
was assigned to the Pentagon. The wedding was a traditional 
Navy affair, in whites with crossed swords, etc. 
   Six months later, in September, my daughter and her hus-
band traveled again to Baltimore for the groom's funeral. He 
was buried next to his brother, who was killed in a carrier 
landing accident two brothers who lost their lives in service 
to their country. They are buried in the Baltimore Jewish 
cemetery.           __________________________ 

  John Walters, LTC, USAF (Ret).  

John s thumbnail bio

  

DOB: 30 Jan 1937 
Wings: Class 62H, Laredo AFB, TX 
Assignments: Myrtle Beach, Bien Hoa, RAF Wethersfield, 
                 Ubon, Pentagon, Air Command & Staff, ICAF. 
Aircraft/hours: F-100/2,000; F-4/500; A-1/1,000;              
                         other/500. 
Total flight hours 6,000 (4,000 mil, 2,000 civ) 
Retired from USAF: 1976 
Post-retirement: Dir of Aeronautics, State of Arizona; 
                          CEO Sunwest Airlines 
Spouse: Margaret 
Residence: Littleton, CO 



 
by 

Daedalian Barry Goldwater   

The following commentary was pre-
viously published in at least two 
places: Daedalus Flyer, Dec 1961; and 
The Legacy of Daedalus, War Stories 
and Flying Tales, 2000.  

   The moment a man steps down from 
the cockpit after his first solo flight, he 
joins a fraternity which neither has nor 
needs a designation. Flying has the 
bond of the sky and the firmness of the 
air which fills it. It presents a chal-
lenge that is respected and answered 
by all who fly, and because of this, 
one pilot is brother to all others. 
   The pilot feels a bond between him-
self and that captain of the airliner in 
which he is traveling, even though the 
captain never turns around as he walks 
his way to his office up front. The 
airman joins quickly in a conversation 
obviously airborne and no questions 
are asked about his place in the world-
his place he has chosen for himself. 
The air opens the door of friendship 
wherever he may be. 
   This is a strange medallion of cir-
cumstance worn by all of us who fly 
and there isn't an acceptable explana-
tion for it. It doesn't exist between 
doctors, or lawyers or merchants or 
politicians. What the substance of it is, 
I have never completely determined, 
and I am not worried about it because 
it is there and that is what matters. 
   As close as men who fly feel about 
each other, there is even a closer asso-
ciation between those who flew with 
the military, and it is in this quadrant 
that the Daedalians are oriented. While 
I have not been a member of this or-
ganization for too long, and while I 
have not attended a convention, I have 
the comforting feeling that a visit to 
any Flight would find the smoking 
lamp on and the cup of cheer over-
flowing. But more importantly, assur-
ing bonds of friendship would prevail. 

   It was a wise move on the part of the 
original members, pilots of World War 
I, to extend the order to the pilots of 
the Second World War. Had this not 
been done, there would, in all prob-
ability, have been developed another 
organization for the latter group. This 
then would have meant the creation of 
a myth that there is something differ-
ent between those who flew early in 
war and those who came later. 
   This, of course, is not true. The air 
knows no division. Its challenges are 
constant in their being and strength. 
And it matters not how one goes forth 
to solve them in a Spad a B-17, or 
a 104, a Great Lakes Trainer, a Waco 
or a Bonanza. The sky is the bond and 
the air makes it strong. In the growing 
Order of Daedalians, there will be the 
respect of the younger pilots for the 
older ones just as there will be the 
same feeling for those who follow in 
this organization for those who now 
feel the youth of time.  

 

With a little help from the Gipper, one 
Daedalian (Barry Goldwater) helps pin 
the fourth star on another (Jimmy Doolit-
tle) in 1985. 

____________________________ 

Just like the creek, 
blazer costs rise again      

Better order your Daedalian blazer 
soon while you can still afford it. Our 
intrepid Koat King  Mike Daciek has 
just announced the second blazer price 
increase this year. The new prices are: 
sizes 36-50 $111.00; 52-60 $126; (62 
& up not available). So far, the price 
of the Daedalian Crest remains the 
same at $26.00. 
   To order your blazer and/or crest, 
contact Mike on his cell phone at 720-

323-9668, on his home office phone at 
303-470-0341 or by email at: 
         mikedaciek@comcast.net. 
   Note, Mike is also a published author. 
To read his aviation short stories, visit: 
http://denver.yourhub.com/~pilotwriter

    
* * * * * * * * * 

No extra F-22s, C-17s 
for USAF in 2009 
Gayle Putrich, Air Force Times, 29 Oct   

   The fiscal 2009 budget will not in-
clude any funds for the USAF to buy 
F-22 Raptors or C-17 cargo lifters, 
according to a source with knowledge 
of internal Pentagon budget discus-
sions. 
   Top service officials have long said 
the Air Force needs more than the 183 
fifth-generation fighters that made up 
the program of record for the Lock-
heed Martin-built F-22. Generals have 
long pushed for a 381 target, using 
Pentagon-commissioned studies that 
say the service needs at least 260 as 
backup. But OSD appears to be stand-
ing firm at 183. 
   The current multiyear procurement 
agreement will remain in place, but if 
the contractor does not get funds in the 
2009 budget to purchase long-lead 
items, the line will close. 
   On Capitol Hill Oct. 24, Air Force 
Secretary Michael Wynne said repeat-
edly that 183 was not enough and that 
he has asked for more planes to keep a 
fifth-generation fighter production line 
open at least until the F-35 Joint Strike 
Fighter, also a Lockheed plane, is in 
full production. 
   But as of today, said Loren 
Thompson, analyst with the Lexington 
Institute, the deputy SecDef says 
there won t be any more F-22s, and 
that they re stopping the program at 
183.

 

   The fact that C-17s would be absent 
from the fiscal 2009 budget should not 
come as a surprise. Twice the planes 
have been left out of the budget and 
twice Congress came to the program s 
rescue with billions in unrequested 
funds. 

http://denver.yourhub.com/~pilotwriter


 
TEN-FOOT MIDGETS 

By G.H. Spaulding 
From C-C-Cold War Syndrome  

   The Cold War had reached its cres-
cendo. Ronald Reagan and Mikhail 
Gorbachev were playing a game of 
high-stakes poker, calling and raising 
each other s wagers at a frantic pace. 
The winner got the world.    

While the stakes were high, the 
chances of an American loss were vir-
tually non-existent. Reagan held the 
aces. He simply pressed down a little 
on the accelerator of defense spending 
and set a pace the Soviets could match 
only at the cost of economic col-
lapse a fate that was close even 
without the arms race. At the same 
time, he provided the Soviets a face-
saving way out of their quandary by 
offering them arms control negotia-
tions, open dialogue and personal con-
tacts between senior government offi-
cials.    

My boss at the time was Admiral 
William Crowe, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff. While the United 
States and the Soviet Union were ac-
tively engaged in arms reduction talks, 
Admiral Crowe became a prime mover 
in what I would call the art of tension 
reduction. 
   When Sergei Akhromeyev, Chief of 
Staff of the Soviet armed forces, ac-
companied Gorbachev to Washington 
to sign the INF Treaty in December, 
1987, Crowe invited the general to 
meet the Joint Chiefs of Staff in the 
Pentagon, probably the ultimate target 
of Soviet nuclear war strategists. The 
meeting would take place in the JCS 
briefing room known as the Tank.

 

   At that unprecedented session, he 
extended an invitation for the general 
to return for a longer visit the follow-
ing year. Not only did Akhromeyev 
accept, ultimately he decided to bring 
along the vice-chiefs of the Soviet 
army, air force and navy as well as 
their marine commander.  
   I was working the arms control side 
of things, spending the majority of my 

time in Washington representing the 
JCS at inter-agency meetings char-
tered by the National Security Council 
to resolve START (Strategic Arms 
Reduction Talks) issues, and the re-
mainder on occasional two-month 
stints in Geneva as a participant in the 
treaty negotiations. I was in the Penta-
gon the day the Soviet General Staff 
arrived.    

There was a formal military recep-
tion for them on the parade grounds 
that lay between the Mall Entrance 
and the Potomac River. Honor guards, 
a cannon brigade and a band were in 
position. Admiral Crowe and the other 
members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
stood outside awaiting the arrival of 
the motorcade transporting their high-
ranking Soviet guests. About a dozen 
of us from the Chairman s staff had 
gathered near the Tank in an office 
whose window provided a perfect 
view of this historic event.    

When the senior Soviet officers 
stepped out of their black limousines 
with cannons firing in the background, 
the first thing you noticed was how 
short they were. Their uniform hats 
were huge, though, which only served 
to emphasize their diminutive stature.   

Senior 
Soviet 
officers, 
short in 
stature even 
when 
wearing 
their giant 
hats      

Now Admiral Crowe was a big fel-
low. So were most of the other mem-
bers of the Joint Chiefs, each of whom 
had to stoop to make eye contact when 
greeting his smaller Soviet counter-
part. The single exception was Gen 
Gray, the Marine Corps Commandant, 
who at well under six feet was still 
taller than the marine commander 
from the USSR.   

   Watching the proceedings, we were 
stunned by the mismatch in height be-
tween the American and Soviet mili-
tary officers as they paraded side-by-
side before the assembled troops in a 
symbolic inspection. When the cere-
monies were completed, the Joint 
Chiefs escorted their visitors up the 
steps of the Mall entrance and into the 
Pentagon.    

It was an odd sight, the tall Ameri-
can military leaders towering over 
their much shorter Soviet adversaries 
in the big hats people we d come to 
think of as being ten feet tall when 
budgeting, equipping and training to 
defend against the growing Soviet 
threat. 
   As they ascended the Pentagon 
steps, I turned to the others gathered at 
the window and offered a suggestion 
certain to advance the cause of peace 
on earth. To hell with the arms race, 
I said. Let s spot em twenty points 
and challenge em to a game of bas-
ketball for the world!

 

         _______________________   

He ll see everything! 
He ll see the Big Board!

 

JCS Chairman General Buck 
Turgenson  (George C. Scott) 

in Dr. Strangelove  

You can t fight in here this is the 
War Room!

 

President of the United States 
(Peter Sellers) in Dr. Strangelove   

CJCS ADM Bill Crowe welcomes his 
Soviet counterpart to the Tank in 1987.  
Akhromeyev committed suicide in 1991 
after taking part in a short-lived coup 
against Mikhail Gorbachev. Crowe died 
on 18 October 2007 at age 82.    


